
If your child has turned three and it is determined that he or she has a disability, your child is eligible for special      

education services and an Individual Educational Plan or IEP. Within 30 calendar days of your child being determined 
eligible, an IEP team must meet to write an IEP for your child. Your are an important part of that team.  

 
What is an IEP? 

An Individual Educational Plan (IEP)  is a planning document developed by a team of    
people at an IEP meeting. You are an important part of that team. The IEP is a plan designed 

to meet the educational needs of your child, and help your childôs teachers and other staff    

understand how to support your childôs development and learning by identifying: 
¶ your childôs strengths  

¶ goals for your child 

¶ how your child learns best 

¶ how your child demonstrates that learning  

 
The work of the IEP team is to decide what services and supports your child may need to     

succeed in the Pre-K program. 
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Your childôs IEP team includes the following members: 
¶ you - (the parent(s) or guardian(s)  

¶ at least one regular education teacher  

¶ at least one special education teacher 

¶ a person from the school system who can make sure that your 

child gets the services listed on the IEP 

¶ someone who can explain the results of evaluations and what 

they mean for your childôs classroom instruction (such as a 
school psychologist)  

¶ other people invited by you or the school because they know 

your child or have knowledge or special expertise regarding 

your child. This includes a friend or an advocate 

¶ If your child was served in the Early Steps (Part C)   

program, the Early Steps Service Coordinator may be 

invited to the first IEP meeting  

¶ your child with a disability (when appropriate)  

This TATS Talks explains the IEP process, the IEP team, and parents role on that team. It 
includes tips on how to prepare for an IEP meeting and some resources and links for 
more information about the IEP process. 


