Regional Staff

Paula Kendig, TATS -UWF
tats-uwf@mail.ucf.edu - 850-857-6101
Bay, Escambia, Gulf, Holmes, Okaloosa,
Santa Rosa, Walton, Washington

Kim Galant, TATS -FSU/FAMU
tats-fsu@mail.ucf.edu - 850-297-2239
West: Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Jackson,
Leon, Liberty, Wakulla
East: Columbia, Hamilton, Jefferson,
Lafayette, Madison , Suwannee, Taylor

Sandy Johnson, TATS -UNF
tats-unf@mail.ucf.edu - 904-571-8562
Baker, Bradford, Clay, Duval, Flagler,

Nassau, Putnam, St Johns, Union

Danielle Franco, TATS -UF & UCF
tats-uf@mail.ucf.edu - 407-579-6128
UCF: Brevard, Lake, Orange, Osceola, Polk,
Seminole, Sumter, Volusia
UF: Alachua, Citrus, Dixie, Gilchrist, Levy,
Marion

Kimberley Megrath, TATS -USF & FGCU
tats-fgcu@mail.ucf.edu - 727-252-6869
FGCU: Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry,
Lee
USF: DeSoto, Hardee, Hernando, Highlands,
Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas,
Sarasota

Lori Miranda, TATS -FAU
tats-fau@mail.ucf.edu - 772-971-9113
Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee,
Palm Beach, St Lucie

Dorit Weintraub, TATS -FIU
tats-fiu@mail.ucf.edu - 305-775-1172
Broward, Miami-Dade, Monroe

Bettianne Ford, FL Transition Project
bettianne@floridatransitionproject.com
352-372-2573
Transition Consultant - Statewide

Technical Assistance and

Training System
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Lee Cross, Ph.D. 8 Principal Investigator
Susan Donovan, Ed.D. & Project Director
Clare Bai, M.S. 8 Coordinator, Computer
Applications
Wanda Wint & Office Manager

4000 Central Florida Blvd.
UCF-Teaching Academy, Suite 403

Toll free: 888-UCF-TATS (888-823-8287)
Phone: 407-823-3058
Fax: 407-823-1360
E-mail: tats@mail.ucf.edu
Web: www.tats.ucf.edu
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The Technical Assistance and Training System is
funded by the State of Florida, Department of Educa-

Just
Read,
Florida!

The New Department of

Education

tion, Bureau of Excep-
tional Education and
Student Services
(BEESS), through fed-
eral assistance under the
Individuals  with  Dis-
abilities Education Act
(IDEA), Part B.

Technical Assistance
And Training System

for Programs Serving
Prekindergarten Children with
Disabilities

trats?

A Florida DOE Bureau of
Exceptional Education and Student Services
project in collaboration with the University of
Central Florida




Purpose and Project Overview
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TATS is a statewide project which supports pro-
grams serving prekindergarten children with dis-
abilities by providing technical assistance and
training. This support promotes high quality pro-
grams leading to positive outcomes for children
and their families. Primary recipients of services
are coordinators for programs serving prekinder-
garten (Pre-K) children with disabilities in each of
Florida's 67 school districts. TATS also works with
school district early childhood partners such as
Head Start, community child care programs, Early
Learning Coalitions which oversee Voluntary Pre-
kindergarten (VPK) programs, and Early Steps.

The project is based at the University of Central
Florida, with staff providing technical assistance
and training in nine regions throughout the state.
A transition consultant
Project (a project within TATS) works with the
facilitators to provide statewide TA and training on
the transition process.

The TATS State Advisory Board ensures partici-
pation, coordination, and collaboration with other
early childhood stakeholders in the state.

An interactive website provides the latest informa-
tion and resources. (www.tats.ucf.edu)

Project Priorities

The six priority areas support districts in meeting the four
State Performance Plan (SPP) Pre-K indicators.

*  Curriculum and Instruction T The use of evi-

dence-based curriculum models with a focus on lan-
guage, emergent literacy, and inclusion. SPP Indica-
tors 6, 7, 8, 12

Evaluation and Assessment 1 Team-based, fam-
ily-centered practices using developmentally appro-
priate, culturally and linguistically responsive, multidi-
mensional assessment methods. SPP Indicator 7

Family Involvement 1 Development of partnerships
with families to support
development and learning by promoting relationship
building, communication, decision-making, and learn-
ing opportunities. SPP Indicator 8

Inclusion 1 Expanded opportunities for serving chil-
dren with disabilities in settings with typically develop-
ing peers. SPP Indicator 6

Program Effectiveness/Quality i Development of
plans to evaluate program quality, using data to in-
form improvement activities. SPP Indicators 6, 7, 8,
12

Transition T Successful transitions for children exit-
ing Early Steps (Part C) and entering Pre-K programs
at age 3 and exiting Pre-K programs and entering
kindergarten at age five. SPP Indicator 12
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TA Activities
Technical assistance and training to address

the State Performance Plan (SPP) Pre-K Indi-
cators

Expert consultation (on-site, phone, email)

Communities of practice 8 information shar-
ing and best practices

Workshops, trainings, teleconferences

Opportunities for collaboration and network-
ing .
t heir
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Products

Web Site - all information and resources
available through TATS are posted on the
web site

Resource Bank & resources in various for-
mats (print, video, etc.)

Information (guides and manuals) to assist
districts in implementing quality Pre-K pro-
grams for children with disabilities

eUpdatesd monthly best practice briefs


http://www.tats.ucf.edu/

